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kaith’s Answer 


| 
To Sputnik €) 
GOD is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. | 
Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed, 

and though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea; 
Though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, though the 

mountains shake with the swelling thereof. 
There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of 

God, the holy place of the tabernacles of the Most High. 


God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved: God shall 
help her, and that right early. 

The heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved: He uttered 
His voice, the earth melted. 

The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. 


PsatM 46:1-7 





Did we in our own strength confide, 
Our striving would be losing; 

Were not the right Man on our side, 

The man of God’s own choosing, 


Ask who that may be? 
Christ Jesus, it is He; 
LORD Sabaoth His Name, 
From age to age the same, 
And He must win the battle. 
—LUTHER 
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Travelling Together 


Pilgrims throughout these many years, 
Sharing our hopes, sharing our fears, 
In the hour of the darkest night 

We've always seen His shining light. 


To our loved ones have been given 
Homes of peace and joy in heaven: 
We who on earth a while must stay, 
Are waiting for the Coming Day; 


The Day when our dear Lord appears, 
To banish sin, and dry all tears; 
Peace and quietness will then descend, 
And joy on earth will have no end. 


Our Lord walks with us all the way, 
As we walk homeward day by day; 
The Great Companion is our G uide 
And in His love we will abide. 


United in a bond of love, 

We wait the summons from above. 
When through the riches of His grace 
We shall behold His lovely face. 


—J.K.P. 


Above the Clouds 


All who make use of the opportunity to travel 
by air frequently have the experience of leaving 
the ground in a driving rain and under dark 
clouds, only a few minutes later to find them- 
selves up and out into the brilliance of the sun 
and a cloudless sky. 


What all of us know, if we only stop to think, 
is that the sun is always shining above the clouds. 


The world today is full of pessimism and un- 
certainty. Never has our national leadership 
been more aware of the uncertainties of the future 
than right now. Our complacency has been 
shattered, our pride humbled to some extent, 
and as a nation we Americans, for the first time 
since becoming a world power, find a question 
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in our minds as to the invulnerability of ow 
own shores, and of our military and scientific 
know-how. Not that we do not feel that, given 
the immediate emergency, we might not rise 
to meet it efficiently and effectively. But, having 
done that we all know that there is a material- 
istic and secular emphasis in our national life 
which bodes ill for our future. 


In such a situation Christians might well 
become pessimistic. But only if they look down 
and not up; at the clouds, but fail to remember 
the sun shining on the other side. 

These are days for down to earth practical 
Christian living. There are also days for exer- 
cising a faith based on our knowledge of God 
and the promises which abound in His holy 
Word. The Christian should have both feet 
firmly on the ground, prepared for the living 
of each day, with duties well performed and 
contacts with others on a basis only possible 
through the presence and power of the indwell- 
ing Holy Spirit. 


At the same time he should demonstrate for 
all to see a serenity of faith, a sense of security, 
a conviction of guidance and direction which 
comes alone from having committed one’s life 
completely to the God who is the sovereign 
ruler of all the universe. Unregenerate men and 
nations fume and fret, they rage and plan, they 
strut and pose — but in God’s eyes they are 
as nothing. God looks at them in love and 
compassion but He also looks at them in the 
light of divine revelation and His own eternal 
plan. The turmoils of the moment in no wa\ 
negate the divine schedule, nor do they abrogate 
His grace. 


days such as these it is for Christians to 
show that their faith carries with it a serenity 
which is not affected by immediate circum- 
stances. We know who we are. We know to 
Whom we belong. We know that He has re- 
deemed us. We know that we even now have 
eternal life. We know that nothing can separate 
us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus. 
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lt is necessary and good that we should walk 
in the midst of trials, difficulties, uncertainties 
and sorrows. It is also good that we walk with 
our eyes of faith above the clouds, basking in 
the brightness and beauty of the One whose we 
are and whom we serve. 


—L.N.B. 











Grace and Gratitude 


Some of us preachers get into the habit of 
thinking ne it is primarily the human will 
which carries onward the Church. As a result 
we enter the pulpit determined to drive ow 
people to the limit. 


Other wiser heads realize that something 
more is needed than lashing the wills of men. 
These see that love is the moving power be- 
hind the will and seek to stimulate our love 
for God. 


Is there not, however, something even greater 
than that? “Now, preacher,” I overheard an 
objector say, “are you trying to tell us that 
faith is greater than love? If you are, Paul is 
against you, I Cor. 13.13.” Well, dear objector, 
I am not trying to get out with the Apostle. 
No, our faith is not greater than our love. But 
our faith lays hold on something that is greater 
than our love for God, namely HIS LOVE FOR 
US. The Church is moved primarily by what 
God does in it, for it is the Church of the living 
God. 


In the great Church Epistle, Ephesians, Paul 
prays that we may have the Spirit of wisdom 
and revelation, that we may be strengthened 
with might by His Spirit in the inner man, and 
he celebrates God’s ability to do more than 
one can ask, according to the power that works 
in us. In First Corinthians, 12.6, he tells us 
that there are diversities of operations but the 
same God who works all things in all. As yet 
we have received only a down-payment or earnest 
of the Spirit. Let us pray that each member of 
our congregation may have an added portion 
of the Spirit to lift us up and sustain us through 
the ups and downs in the life of our Church. 


Now the Holy Spirit sheds abroad in our 
hearts God's love for us, teaching us that even 
when we were sinners Christ died for us. By 
His work in us Christ comes to dwell in our 








hearts and to enable us to understand the love 
of Christ which surpasses knowledge. So God’s 
work in us by the Spirit moves us to appreciate 
God's love for us in Christ. Thus to the moving 
power of God, the Holy Spirit, there comes the 
motive power in us of gratitude to God for 
all that He has done and is doing for us and 
for our salvation. 





The Church moves by the rhythm of charis 
kai charis, that is, grace and thanks, or grace 
and gratitude: God's gracious dealings with 
us in Christ brought home to our hearts by the 
Holy Spirit move our hearts to responsive grati- 
tude, love and willing loyalty. And so the Church 
begins to glow with a purpose to honor and 
glorilty God our Saviour. We love because He 
first loved us. We serve, because the Son of 
Man came not to be ministered unto but to 
minister and to give His life a ransom for many. 
We are His, Who first graciously became our 
flesh and blood brother, our representative, our 
substitute. 


“O, Jesus Lord and Saviour, I give myself to Thee 
For Thou in Thine atonement, didst give 
Thyself for me.” 


Christ’s love for us constrains us to judge 
that if one died for us all, then were we all 
dead, and that He died for us all that we 
should no longer live unto ourselves, but unto 
Him who died for us and rose again. 


—W.C.R. 








How Is Man Redeemed? 


‘The writer has been amazed to find that the 
concept of redemption held by many is far 
removed from the scriptural affirmations. In 
the Bible we are told that Christ died for our 
sins; that He died as an atonement for our 
sins; that He died to make propitiation for our 
sins; that through that which He did we have 
forgiveness, cleansing, reconciliation and right- 
COUSNIESS. 


But that is not the picture presented by some 
modern theologians. Starting with the presup- 
position that God is not as He is affirmed to 
be in the Bible, and from this presupposition 
going on to build a philosophy foreign to the 
biblical revelation, we find almost every basic 
concept of Christ’s atoning work called in ques- 
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tion. If this were done, using a new phrase- 
ology, it would be less dangerous, but when 
the old terminology is used but divested of its 
rightful meaning it is serious. 


Why deny the plain affirmations of Scrip- 
ture? Why conjure up a God different from the 
one revealed in the Old and New Testaments? 
Why accept the reality of sin but minimize 
its awful consequences? Why recognize the 
need for cleansing and forgiveness but tamper 
with the God-ordained way of salvation? Why 
admit the need for a change but deny the 
necessity of the new birth? Why talk glibly 
about the Cross but question the shed blood of 

Calvary as the agent of redemption? 


Truly, if there existed in the medical world 
the same confusion which exists in theological 
circles the health of the entire nation would 
be jeopardized. Physicians must believe and 
know the basic sciences before they are even 
permitted to practice medicine. But in the the- 
ological world one may believe everything, 
nothing, but in most instances it passes un- 
questioned. 


We do not mean to sound harsh for, if w 
know our own heart, there is neither hate nor 
bitterness. But, with the glorious Gospel of 
Christ’s redemption so clearly stated in the 
Bible why, Oh why, reject that which is so 
plainly stated and substitute for it something 
entirely different? 


The situation to which we refer may not be 
so prevalent in the South, but in the nation as 
a whole there is an appalling tendency to build 
up a man-made theology and philosophy, one 
at wide variance with that which we have by 
divine revelation. Why try to feed men on husks 
when there is such a glorious feast prepared 
and about which we can preach and teach? 

—L.N.B. 





The Law—Loopholes— 
and Crime 


We Americans have been surprised and 
disturbed because we have been’ made 
acutely aware that we no longer have a corner 
on scientific progress as we had rather smugly 
assumed. 


We are also disturbed because unquestionably 
we have lost “face” in international circles, not 
the least reason for which was the fiasco of 
our attempted launching of a tiny satellite. Here 
the scientific failure could easily be excused 
but the pre-launching ballyhoo seemed inex- 
cusable. 


But when we face the facts we have no reason 
to be ashamed of our scientific know-how. We 
do have it and we are merely the victims of 
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a clever exploitation of an achievement in one 
particular field. A more accurate comparison 
of the scientific achievements of Russia and 
America is indicated by the Russian women 
who brag about “Sputnick” while they wash 
their clothes in the Volga. 


However, there is a cause for grave concern 
in America, for we need something comparable 
to the fabled youth who stuck his finger in the 
leaking dyke in Holland and saved his country 
from inundation. Here there now flows a river 
of crime and lawlessness which holds infinitely 
greater danger for America’s future than any 
temporary lag in scientific achievement in a 
particular field. 


Known criminals are walking free all over 
our land today because they have been freed 
by legal technicalities which should never have 
been countenanced. Or, they are free because 
of political pull or corrupt arbiters of the law. 
When we read occasionally of the conviction 
of a notorious racketeer or grafter or criminal 
our elation is tempered because of his immediate 
release on “appeal”, or by the knowledge that 
rarely is the sentence meted out to fit the crime, 
or by the further knowledge that in a few 
months or years he will be free because of 
“good behavior’, only to be back where he 
started, backed by a well padded bank roll from 
his previous activities. 


No Christian should desire harshness in the 
administration of justice, but every Christian 
citizen should demand that there be fewer loop- 
holes through which criminals might escape 
punishment and that there be swifter and more 
rigorous punishment for those who are making 
a mockery of the law and justice. 


The justice of more primitive cultures at 
times would seem more effective in dealing with 
primitive criminals. At present it is entirely 
too easy to evade fully deserved punishment. 
We need more iron in our courts and less rub- 
ber, more compassion for the innocent victims 
— the public as a whole — and less considera- 
tion for the crooks who flaunt the law. 

—L.N.B. 





Master of Churchdom? 


By Lynn Landrum 


The National Council of Churches is still 
feeling its muscles and speculating on its role 
in America and in the world. Actually, it is 
no more than several hundred clergymen met 
in a gathering to listen to each other a bit, to 
confer a bit and to come up with the resolution 
or declaration which they hope will find favor 
with the church organizations from which these 
clergymen happen to come. Even a moment's 
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reflection on the part of a knowledgeable per- 
son should indicate that a few hundred preachers 
cannot expect to do the thinking of 35 million 
church members. 


At St. Louis recently the Rev. Dr. Thurman 
B. Douglas, spoke to the National Council of 
Churches general assembly on the point. He 
complains that there’s a disposition on the part 
of the churches which are “represented” by 
the assembled clergymen inflexibly to regard 
the churches as the “masters” of the National 
Council of Churches and the council as the 
“slave.” 


Dr. Douglas says that the council insists that 
it is not itself a church “and that it must never 
be permitted to become a super-church. 


“This is true,” he continued, “yet it is also 
true that the National Council . . . has no 
reason if it does not exist to bear witness to 
the church. The council will have to keep say- 
ing that it is not a church and still less that it 
is the church. Yet the truth is that it has a 
kind of authority over the churches as well as 
being their servant.” In the opinion, however, 
of the Leading Elder of the Episcobapterian 
Church, Reformed Branch, Unigational Synod, 
the National Council of Churches has no man- 
date from anybody at all to do or to say any- 
thing binding on anybody anywhere. 


The Leading Elder lays down this proposition: 
It does not make a prophet out of a theologian 
to array him in a black robe with a red velvet 
collar, give him an expense account and ship 
him by airplane to St. Louis or to New York 
lor a meeting with some more clergymen also 
in robes and red collars and also with expense 
accounts. 


This idea that, if you can get everybody to 
saying the same thing, it is going to be the very 
voice of God is false. It isn’t true, either, that, 
if you can get four or five hundred brethren of 
the cloth to vote for a resolution, therefore the 
resolution is big stuff and you have got to 
swallow it. 


Protestantism may be wrong, and thousands 
of saints have thought precisely that. But its 
testimony, if it has any, is against running the 
church by hierarchy. It is right and true to say 
that of this doctrine come schism and disunity 
and heresy and competition. But freedom comes, 


too. 
The Leading Elder says that in the end a 


polity of unified disunity won’t work. It just 
won't.—The Dallas Morning News. 
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The Bread of the Presence 
By Rev. Martin A. Hopkins, D.D. 


In the four passages in the N. T. where the 
word “showbread” occurs, R. S. V. has “the bread 
of the Presence”. In Ex. 25:30; 35:13; 39:36; 
Num. 4:7; I Sam. 21:6; I Kings 7:48; II Chron. 
4:19 R. S. V. also has “the bread of the Presence”’; 
but in all other O. T. passages has showbread’’, 
— because a different Hebrew word is 
used. 


It seems to me that “the bread of the Presence” 
brings out the real meaning clearer than “show- 
bread’’. Twelve loaves of wheaten bread, corre- 
sponding to the number of the tribes of Israel, 
were offered to God every Sabbath. These loaves, 
separated into two rows of six each, were placed 
upon a table in the tabernacle, and afterward in 
the temple. 


These loaves symbolized the Presence of God 
in the midst of His people to nourish and sustain 
them, and so typified the Lord Jesus Christ as 
the Bread of Life always with us. Especially do 
we recognize His Presence in the breaking of 
the bread (Luke 24:28-32). At the Lord’s table 
Christ Himself is the Host and we are His guests. 
The broken bread symbolizes His Presence with 
us just as the twelve loaves symbolized the Pres- 
ence of Jehovah with the Israelites, and so we 
can say 


“Jesus to Thy table led, 
Now let every heart be fed 
With the true and living Bread. 


“While in penitence we kneel, 
Thy sweet Presence let us feel, 
All Thy wondrous love reveal. 


“While on Thy dear cross we gaze 
Mourning o’er our sinful ways, 
Turn our sadness into praise.” 





Race -- Space -- Grace 


Leland Wang, Chinese evangelist for many 
years and now carrying on a large and fruitful 
work in Southeast Asia, is at present visiting 
in America. 


In a letter he writes: 


Recently two words have troubled many 
minds: RACE, (Little Rock, trouble on 
earth); SPACE, (litthke moon, trouble in 
heaven). May we consider His GRACE for 
little man who has trouble in heart. Job 14:1 
tells us of the natural man who is full of 
trouble, but John 14:1 the spiritual man who 
finds peace by believing in God and Jesus 
Christ. 
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Simple Steps To Salvation 


By Rev. John L. Fain, Jr. 


There are many people today who have been 
members of some church for years and yet do 
not know the simple steps to salvation as out- 
lined in the Word of God. There are many 
Christians who have received Christ as Saviour 
and never had the joy of leading even one soul 
to Christ. It is with the hope that this message 
may be helpful to both of these types of people 
that we outline for you what the Bible teaches 
about the way of salvation. 


I must be willing to admit that the Bible 
teaches the following: 


(1) I am a sinner in the sight of God. “For 
all have sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God.” (Romans 3:23). “If we say that we have 
no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us.” (I John 1:8). “If we say that we 
have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his 
word is not in us.” (I John 1:10). Until we 
are willing to admit that we are sinners, the 
Lord can do nothing for us. Jesus said in Mat- 
thew 9:12,15 “They that be whole need not a 
physician, but they that are sick . .. for I am 
not come to call the righteous, but sinners to 
repentance.” 


(2) I am on the road to Hell to pay for my 
sims. “For the wages of sin is death 
(Romans 6:23). “The soul that sinneth, it shall 
die.” (Ezekiel 18:4). The death referred to in 
these verses is spiritual death, not physical 
death. Spiritual death is separation from God. 
The penalty for sin has been, and is, the same 
in all ages—separation from God. When God 
spoke to Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden 
concerning the fruit of the tree of knowledge 
of good and evil He said, “Thou shalt not eat 
of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof 
thou shalt surely die.” (Genesis 2:17). Adam 
and Eve ate of the fruit of this tree, but they 
did not drop dead physically. ‘They were, how- 
ever, separated from God. This was the price 
which they had to pay for their sins. God drove 
them out of the Garden of Eden. The penalty 
for sin today is still the same. Sinful man is 
separated from God because of his sin. As we 
look into the future, also we see that the price 
of sin continues to be the same—separation 
from God. 


The Bible has a great deal to say about Hell. 
Jesus spoke more of Hell than any man in 
the Bible. Let us notice briefly some of the 
characteristics of Hell. In Hell there is outer 
darkness. (Matthew 25:30a). Hell is as a bot- 
tomless pit, (Revelation 20:1-3) — the sensa- 
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tion of falling, tumbling head-over-heels — 
restlessness — no place to sit or lie down when 
weary. There will be wailing and gnashing of 
teeth, (Matthew 25:30b), fire and brimstone, 
(Matthew 25:41) (Revelation 21:8), torments 
and unquenchable thirst. (Luke 16:23,24). 


All of these characteristics are terrible, but 
they do not show the awful agony which those 
in Hell will suffer. The worst characteristic 
of Hell has not been referred to as yet. The 
most dreadful thing about Hell is not what 
has been mentioned above, but is eternal sep- 
aration from God. Never again can those in 
that awful place of torment come into the 
presence of that One who is holy, just, good 
and righteous. Separation from God here and 
hereafter is the price the soul who rejects Christ 
must pay for his sin. 


(3) I can do nothing to save myself by my 
good works. As 1 see myself a sinner in the 
sight of God, and on the road to Hell, try as 
I might, my good works will never save me. 
“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and 
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God, not 
of works, lest any man should boast.” (Ephe- 
sians 2:8,9). “Who hath saved us, and called 
us with an holy calling, not according to our 
works...” (II Timothy 1:9). “Not by works 
of righteousness which we have done r 
(Titus 3:5). “All our righteousnesses are as 
filthy rags...” (Isaiah 64:6). It is impossible 
for me to help myself one inch nearer Heaven 
by my good works. These first three steps reveal 
how hopeless the situation really is for a person 
without Christ, without God, and without hope; 
but from here on we have an entirely different 
picture. 


(4) Jesus is God’s love gift to me — the only 
Saviour. When I see myself as a sinner, on 
the read to Hell, unable to do anything to save 
myself, then I see what the Lord Jesus Christ 
has actually done for me on the cross. “For 
God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 
(John 3:16). “Neither is there salvation in any 
other: for there is none other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby we must 
be saved.” (Acts 4:12). As Jesus hung upon 
the cross His terrible cry of agony was “My 
God, My God, why hast thou forsaken me?” 
The reason that God turned His back upon 
His only begotten Son was that Jesus was pay- 
ing the penalty for sin (separation from God) ; 
and in order to pay the penalty in full He 
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was separated from God so that those who be- 
lieve in Him should never be separated from 
Him here or hereafter. This leads me to the 
part which I have in all this. 


(5) By recetving Jesus I have eternal life. To 
receive Him means that I take Him just as I 
take any other gift in order to make it mine. 
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved, and thy house.” (Acts 16:31). 


An artist spent months in painting a picture. 
When the picture had been completed, he sent 
for a very close friend who was an excellent art 
critic, asking him to come to his home the 
next di ty. Upon arrival the artist said to his 
friend, “I want you to go into the room where 
the painting has been placed, stand before 
this picture and study it carefully as long as 
you would like. Then tell me honestly what 
you think of the painting — is it average, poor 
or good?” 

They walked into the room. The picture 
was that of a man standing before a door 
knocking. The friend looked at the painting a 
few moments, and then turning to the artist 
said, “It is excellent, but you have left one 
thing out of the picture. The man standing 
there knocking looks so natural, and the door 
looks so real except for one thing; you have 
left the latch off the door.” The face of the 
artist beamed. “All of these months I have been 
painting this picture so that the first thing 
anyone would notice when he saw the picture 
was the absence of the door latch. You see, the 
man standing there represents Jesus, and the 
door represents the door of your heart. There 
is no latch on the outside of the door of a 
person’s heart. Jesus never has forced His way 
from the outside into any heart. A person must 
open the door from the inside and invite the 
Saviour to come in and take possession of his 
heart and life.” “Behold, I stand at the door 
and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open 
the door, I will come in to him, and will sup 
with him, and he with me.” (Revelation 3:20). 


If, as you read this message, you have never 
opened the door of your heart and received 
Jesus as your Saviour and Lord, will you not 
at this moment from the depths of your heart 
take these simple steps to salvation by making 
the following prayer: 


“Lord, I know that I am a sinner in Thy 
sight. I know that I am on the road to Hell 
to pay for my sins. I know that I can do noth- 
ing to save myself by my good works, but I 
know that Jesus is Thy love gift to me—the 
only Saviour. At this moment, if I have never 
done so before, I desire to settle this matter 
lor eternity. I open wide the door of my heart 
and receive Jesus as my Saviour — receiving 
with Him forgiveness of sins and eternal life. 
In Jesus’ Name. Amen.” 
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LETTERS 


Charleston, West Virginia, 
December 14, 1957. 








Dear Sirs, 
This is a letter to the Editors. 


“T want to express my personal appreciation 
of the manifesto written and signed by some of 
our ministers at Atlanta, Georgia. It is a great 
document for these times. I would like to sign 
it also.” 


Sincerely yours, 


Jacob S. Mackorell, Jr. 





WHY EVERY BIBLE READER 
SHOULD OWN 


STRONG'S EXHAUSTIVE 
CONCORDANCE of the Bible 


by JAMES STRONG 


@ Strong’s makes Bible study more 
thorough, more convenient, more 
rewarding. It lists alphabetically 
every word, in every passage in 
which it occurs. With only one key 
word, you can quickly and easily 
find the passage you seek. 

@ Strong’s is a basic library of four 
complete books— 

Main Concordance 
Comparative Concordance 
Hebrew and Chaldee Dictionary 
Greek Dictionary 
@ Strong’s is a lifetime possession 
for everyday use—an essential tool 
for every minister, student, teacher, 

every Bible reader. 
1809 Pages 9x12 Inches 
$11.50 
Thumb Indexed, $12.75 
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LESSON FOR JANUARY 12 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The Source Of The Churchs Power 


Background Scripture: John 16:1-15; Acts 1:Devotional Reading: I Corinthians 2:6-16 


1-14; 2:1-41 


We are not left in doubt as to the Source of the Church’s power: Ye shall receive power after that 
the Holy Ghost is come upon you. The strange part of it is that the Church should dream of being 
powerful in any other way. The sad story of Church History, however, reveals the fact that the 
Church oftentimes seemed to imagine that it could get power through wealth, or learning, or even 
by political alliances and force of arms. Even today there are those who seem to trust in human 


wisdom and organization instead of the power 
of the Spirit. I have just finished looking over 
a church paper and read with a little amuse- 
ment and a good deal of disgust of the efforts 
of a Seminary professor who is trying to dis- 
credit and “poke fun” at the wonderful Crusade 
of Dr. Billy Graham in New York City. We 
have witnessed a marvelous outpouring of the 
Spirit, and yet here is a man — a professor in 
a Seminary — who scoffs at it in the same way 
that the Sadducees and others scoffed at Pente- 
cost. One sermon preached by Billy Graham 
in the power of the Spirit has brought far greater 
results, and has done far more good, than years 
of philosophizing and teaching by so-called 
learned professors. Why are people so blind? Why 
do those who claim to be Christians oppose 
and make light of such meetings? Why did a 
great many church leaders in England oppose 
and ridicule the preaching of men like Wesley 
and Whitefield? I suppose Satan can tell us 
why for he uses such men to hinder the spread 
of the gospel. 


In our .Devotional Reading Paul is contrast- 
ing the spirit of the world, and the Spirit which 
is of God. The natural man, he says, receives 
not the things of the Spirit of God : for they 
are foolishness unto him. The natural man has 
the wisdom of the world, which James tells us, 
“is earthly, sensual, devilish”, and knows noth- 
ing about the wisdom which comes down from 
above which is first pure and then peaceable, 
gentle and easy to be entreated, full of mercy 
and good fruits, without partiality and without 
hypocrisy. The first requisite for an under- 
standing of the deep things of God is the Spirit 
of God. It is only thus that we speak, “not the 
words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which 
the Holy Ghost teacheth”. I belong to an Evan- 
gelical Book Club, and while many of the books 
are fine, too many of them seem written to 
display man’s wisdom. (Or is it lack of wis- 
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dom?). One of the very best is Dr. Clarence 
E. Macartney’s last one, published after his 
death, entitled, “Salute Thy Soul”. May God 
grant to the church many more men like Dr. 
Macartney! 


Our Lesson is concerned with, I. A Promise, 
and JI. The Fulfillment. 


I. The Promise: John 16:1-15. 


Jesus warned His disciples that they would 
not have an easy time after He had gone from 
them. They would be put out of the synagogue 
and persecuted, 


Verse seven, beginning with the word “Never- 
theless” must have surprised them: “Neverthe- 
less I tell you the truth: it is expedient for you 
that I go away”. How could this be true? His 
going away, even the thought of it, filled them 
with sorrow. “For if I go not away, the Com- 
forter will not come unto you; but if I depart, 
I will send Him unto you”. He then tells the 
disciples what the Holy Spirit will do when he 
comes. There are three aspects of His Work: 
(1) In regard to the world, (2) to the disciples, 
and (3) Christ Himself. 


First, He will reprove (convict) the world 
of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment. It is 
the Holy Spirit who works conviction in our 
hearts. He makes us see our sin, see the right- 
eousness of Christ, realize that judgment is com- 
ing, in fact, has already come upon the “prince 
of this world”. All of us who try to preach 
evangelistic sermons, who long to see unsaved 
people brought to Christ, realize that the Holy 
Spirit is the One who brings about this neces- 
sary conviction. When we see hundreds of men 
and women confess Christ, as we saw it in the 
Billy Graham Crusade, we know that the Spirit 
is working. Sometimes men are convicted and 
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not converted. Charles G. Finney tells us that 
he saw people hold to the pew in iront of them 
to keep from yielding. Felix trembled as Paul 
preached. He was very evidently convicted, but 
he would not yield. As we preach the Word 
and rely upon the power of the Holy Spirit we 
can expect conviction of sin. 


Then, the Holy Spirit will do something in 
and for the disciples. “He will guide you into 
all truth . . . he will show you things to come”. 
How wonderfully this promise was fulfilled! 
Before Pentecost the disciples were slow of heart 
to believe and understand the Scriptures. When 
the Spirit came Peter quoted the Old Testament 
with understanding. Paul and Peter speak of 
“things to come”, but it was John who was 
given the visions on Patmos. Then, too, the 
Spirit made timid disciples bold and fearless 
as they faced their enemies. 


The Holy Spirit is to do something for 
Christ: He shall glorify me. Christ had glorified 
the Father while on earth, now the Holy Spirit 
is to glorify Christ by revealing Him more fully. 
We see this especially in the Epistles of Paul 
where the work of Christ as our Redeemer is 
made plain and glorious. 


No wonder that Jesus told His disciples that 
it was expedient for them that He go away. 
The whole book of Acts might be called “The 
Acts of the Holy Spirit” for it was the Spirit 
who guided and blessed in the spread of the 
gospel. All Church history testifies to the power 
of the Spirit, when and where men yield to 
Him and do not resist or grieve or quench Him 
by stubbornness and unbelief and indifference. 


The Time of Waiting and Praying: 
Acts 1:1-14 “wait for the promise of the Father” 


In the opening verses of Acts Luke tells us 
of the forty days between the resurrection and 
the ascension — days that Jesus spent with 
the disciples, showing that He was alive and giv- 
ing them many infallible proofs of this fact and 
speaking to them concerning the Kingdom of 
God. He commanded them that they should 
not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the 
promise of the Father whch He had given them, 
as we saw in John 16. He told them that they 
would be baptized very soon by the Holy Spirit. 


This naturally led them to ask Him whether 
He would at this time restore the Kingdom 
to Israel. He told them that it was not for 
them to know the times or the seasons which 
the Father had in His power. But they would 
receive power after the Holy Spirit came upon 
them, and be His witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea 
and Samaria and unto the uttermost part of 
the earth. 


He was taken up from them and while they 
looked steadfastly toward Him two men stood 
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by them and told them that this same Jesus 
would come again in like manner as they had 
seen Him go into heaven. This promise had 
been given by Jesus in John 14 and is repeated 
often by Jesus and by the writers of the New 
Testament. The Second Coming of Christ is 
a certainty and is the Blessed Hope of the 
Christian. 


They returned to Jerusalem and made the 
“upper room” a place of prayer while they wait- 
ed, as He had commanded, for the promised 
coming of the Holy Spirit. This was probably 
the greatest prayer meeting ever held in the 
history of the church, and it preceded the great- 
est Revival ever known. Prayer and revival are 
linked together and can never be separated. I 
believe that we have here the secret of all 
evangelistic campaigns. If my people which 
are called by my name, shall humble themselves, 
and pray and seek my face, and turn from their 
wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and 
will forgive their sin, 2nd will heal their land. 
This well-known promise of the Old Testament 
is good today. If enough people, Christian peo- 
ple, “my people”, would do as this text says, 
then America would be healed and blessed. 


There is a very important and plain lesson 
for the church in this “waiting and praying” 
time. This is not wasted time. It would have 
been a tragic mistake and failure for those 120 
men and women to have gone out to preach 
before the Spirit came. So with the church to- 
day. We will but fail if we do not have the 
presence and power of the Spirit. We must wait 
and pray as the disciples did. 


Ill. The Promise Fulfilled: Acts 2:1-41. 


It was most fitting that this outpouring of 
the Spirit should come on the Day of Pentecost: 
it was the “First fruits” of the harvest of souls 
who were to come into the Kingdom of God. 
Let us notice the supernatural phenomena of 
this wonderful day in the history of the church. 


“They were all with one accord in one place”; 
this was a good preparation for a revival. If 
we could get all Christians of one accord in the 
place where they are supposed to be, we would 
see some glorious results also. 


First, there was the sound as of a rushing 
mighty wind: the wind is often used as a symbol 
of the Spirit. Jesus compares the Spirit to the 
wind in His conversation with Nicodemus, and 
the “wind” stands for the Spirit in the vision 
of dry bones which Ezekiel saw. Then came 
down tongues like as of fire. John the Baptist 
had said of Jesus that He would baptize with 
the Holy Ghost and fire, and Jesus had said the 
same thing in Acts 1:5. Notice that the tongues 
of fire came down and sat upon them. We see 
in this a symbol of baptism when we sprinkle 
or pour the water on the head. 
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They began to speak with other tongues. 
‘This was a miracle as everyone there heard them 
speak in their own tongue — men from all 
over the world. It was to be expected that such 
a marvelous miracle should be broadcast, so to 
speak, to all nationalities. These people who 
were there for the Feast would go back home 
with some real “news” to take to their people. 

“Others mocking said.” Why are there al- 
ways “mockers”? They had them at Pentecost. 
We had them in New York. Wherever the Gos- 
pel is preached, there will be those who mock. 
We need not be discouraged or surprised. 


Peter preaches his wonderful sermon. Is this 
the same man who so recently denied His Lord? 
He is the same, and yet not the same, for he 
is now filled with the Holy Spirit. His sermon 
has lots of Scripture in it. In the introduction 
to Dr. Macartney’s last book, “Salute Your Soul” 
we are told this: “As Dr. Macartney was lying 
on a bed of pain two days before he died, he 
said to his brother Robertson, who was leaving 
his bedside to preach in a nearby church, ‘Put 
all the Bible you can into it.’.” Peter put 
“lots of Bible” in his sermon and 3,000 souls 
were saved. 





YOUNG PEO 














YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JANUARY 12 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


No Other Plan 


Scripture—John 15:1-16 


Suggested Hymns: 
“O Where Are Kings and Empires Now?” 
“O Zion, Haste, Thy Mission High Fulfilling” 
“Lead On, O King Eternal” 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 

The purpose of this program is to get into 
the “why?” of our theme. We have been told 
that the church is God’s instrument and that 
we are to make it strong, but why? Why should 
we have a desire to strengthen the church? There 
is a good reason for this aim of ours. The 
church is the only instrument which God has 
specially ordained to do His will on earth. The 
plan of the church is the only plan that God has 
revealed for doing His will on earth as it is 
done in heaven. The Bible calls the church the 
“body of Christ”, and it is the only body He 
has on earth. We, who are Christ’s people, cer- 
tainly ought to want His body to be strong and 
thoroughly representative of His beauty, power, 
and love. 


Our speakers will suggest some of the ways 
in which the church can serve and honor Christ. 
If the church does not do these things, it is 
failing. Remembering that all true Christians 
are members of the true church as it is known 
by God alone, we will see that these services 
to the Lord can be rendered only through the 
church. 


First Speaker: 
It is God's plan that His people worship 
Him in assemblies, and this calls for the wor- 


ship services of the church. (Read Hebrews 
10:25.) Of course, Christians are to worship 
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God privately, but private worship is a supple- 
ment to public worship and not a substitute 
for it. There is no other place besides the 
church where Christians can join together in 
the reading of the Scriptures, the singing of 
hymns, and the offerng of prayers and gifts. 
(Read Colossians 3:16.) There is no substitute 
for the inspiration that comes to us through 
the services of our churches. We may help to 
make the church strong as a worshipping body 
by being faithful in our attendance and con- 
scientious in our participation. When _ people 
say that they get nothing from the worship of 
the church, it may well be because they put 
so little into it. Let us determine to make our 
church stronger by being more faithful in om 
worship. 

Second Speaker: 

The only plan God has revealed for the proc- 
lamation of His gospel is the ministry of the 
church. The witness which Christians bear to 
the Bible and to their own experience with 
Christ is the only means of telling a lost world 
of the salvation God has provided through His 
Son, and these Christians are members of the 
church. (Read Romans 10:13-15.) It was to 
the church that Christ gave the commission to 
go into all the world making disciples and teach- 
ing the things concerning Himself. God has no 
plan for making disciples and teaching His 
truth except the plan of the church. We have 
a responsibility for making the church strong 
as an evangelistic and teaching agency. We 
strengthen this phase of the church’s ministry 
through our prayers, our interest, our support, 
and our gifts. If it is good to stand with the 
crowd and encourage, it is better to be an 
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actual participant. We do most to strengthen 
the church in its work of teaching and soul- 
winning when we bear a positive witness to 
what Christ has done for us. 


Third Speaker: 


Sometimes we forget that it was originally 
God's plan for His church to minister to the 
physical and material needs of people. In these 
days this responsibility and privilege has very 
largely been given over to the government or 
to secular organizations. Jesus said that when 
we minister to want, hunger, sickness, and lone- 
liness in His name that we are serving Him in 
a very acceptable way. (Read Matthew 25: 
34-40.) This kind of service is a responsibility 
of Christians, and therefore a responsibility of 
the church. The church would be much strong- 
er than it is, if it had always been faithful in 
fulfilling this ministry. We can help to make 
the church strong by rendering service to others 
in the name of Christ. There are many oppor- 
tunities for kindness and helpfulness as indi- 
vidual Christians, but there are other opportuni- 
ties which come to us through the church. There 
are local projects, such as providing help for 
needy families and individuals. There are 
church-wide projects, such as the program of 


Overseas Relief and Interchurch Aid. (Ask 
your adviser or minister about it.) There are 
other projects in which groups like ours can 
engage, such as sending used clothing and Christ- 
mas cards to our missionaries for distribution. 
Whatever we can do for others in the name of 
Christ strengthens His church. 


Program Leader: 


As we seek to serve the Lord through the 
church, it is comforting to know that our work 
is sure to prosper. We are a part of the church, 
and the true church will not fail. Christ has 
ordained the church to be His body, and His 
body must do His will. This is not to say 
that all Christians are perfect . . . far from it 

. but God is working in those who really love 
Him to overcome their faults and failings and 
to make them complete in Him. Hear what 
Christ says, “Ye have not chosen me, but | 
have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye 
should go and bring forth fruit, and that your 
fruit should remain.” John 15:16. Let us prove 
ourselves to be members of the true church by 
seeking to do God's will more faithfully. 


For a closing challenge sing the first stanza 
of “Rise Up, O Men of God.” 








NEWS * CHURCHES 


Chouna, the 








World Missions Receipts 


Budget for 1957 

Receipts to date 

Percentage of Annual Budget 
received for 1957 74.47% 

Balance needed for 1957 893,300.10 


$3,500,000.00 
2,606,699.90 





Board of Church Extension 


REPORT OF NOVEMBER, 1957 


Budget for 1957 1,518,225.00 
Receipts to date 760,953.55 


Percentage of Annual Budget 
received to date 50.12 


Balance needed for the Year 757,271.45 





ARKANSAS 


Batesville — Construction on the new Chapel- 
Fine Arts Building at Arkansas College is well 
underway and is scheduled to be completed in the 
spring. This $420,000 addition to the college was 
the principal objective of the 1955 campaign in 
which $660,000 has been pledged in the drive 
whose goal was originally only $500,000. President 
Paul M. McCain reports that plans are already 
underway to expand the library as soon as the 
new chapel can become available. 
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During the current year the pledges for the 
PROGRESS FUND have already exceeded $65,000 
toward a goal of $96,000 according to the an- 
nouncement made this week by its chairman, Mr. 
Shuford R. Nichols, business leader of Des Are 
and Little Rock. The objectives of this annual 
drive include financial aid for students and campus 
improvements. 


Religious Emphasis Week at Arkansas College 
has been led by the Rev. George W. Gunn, minister 
of the First Presbyterian Church in Arkadelphia, 
Arkansas. His talks centered on the “Problems 
Confronting College Students.” Prior to coming 
to his present pastorate, Mr. Gunn had served 
four years as minister to students at the Uni- 
versity of Georgia. 





NORTH CAROLINA 


Charlotte — The Mulberry Presbyterian Church, 
in its fall revival, October 20-25, experienced a 
wonderful week of spiritual enrichment through 
the preaching of our guest preacher, the Reverend 
Robert G. Balnicky, pastor of the McCutchen Me- 
morial Presbyterian Church in Union, S. C. 


Mr. Balnicky’s treatment of the Word was in 
keeping with his motto, “What saith the Scrip- 
tures?” 


The Rev. James R. Crook is pastor of this 
church. 
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JOHN FOSTER FRIERSON 


John Foster Frierson, 81, prominent and beloved 
Columbus, Mississippi, attorney and ruling elder 
of the First Presbyterian Church since 1915, died 
here December seventh, exactly seven years to the 
day after his retirement as the unsalaried superin- 
tendent of Palmer Orphanage for forty years. Six 
of “his boys” served as active pall bearers. 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Aiken — The Rev. John H. Knight, pastor of 
the First Presbyterian Church of Smyrna, Ga., 
conducted revival services during the week of No- 
vember 4-10 at Grace Presbyterian Church, Aiken, 
S. C. 





This four-year-old church, organized during the 
peak of construction days at the nearby Savannah 
River atomic energy plant, now has 100 members, 
and the Rev. Mr. Knight made a lasting impres- 
sion on the spiritual growth of the church. A 
number of persons responded to Mr. Knight’s plea 
for a return to God and re-dedicated their lives 
to Christ. 


In his sermons, the Georgia minister deplored 
racial agitation and struck out at Communist in- 
filtration of American government and _ institu- 
tions. 


The Session, in a letter of appreciation to Mr. 
Knight, declared that “The entire congregation 
enjoyed having you in our midst for the week, 
and we shall long remember that week of spiritual 
re-dedication.”’ 





TENNESSEE 


Bristol — Honorary degrees were awarded by 
King College, Bristol, Tenn., on November 30 to 
five alumni who have made significant contribu- 
tions to church and civic life. 


The degree of Doctor of Divinity was conferred 
by President R. T. L. Liston, for the Trustees of 
King College, upon the Reverend Ernest Lee Stof- 
fel, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, Char- 
lotte, N. C., upon the Reverend Warren Frederick 
Thuston, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Hendersonville, N. C., and upon the Reverend Wil- 
liam Ernest Wilson, pastor of the Ripley Presby- 
terian Church, Ripley, Miss. 


The degree of Doctor of Literature was con- 
ferred upon Dr. William Wistar Hamilton, chaplain 
of the Southern Baptist Hospital, New Orleans, 
La., and former president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. 


The degree of Doctor of Laws was conferred 
upon the Honorable William Ramsey Laird, III, 
of Fayetteville, W. Va., former United States Sen- 
ator from West Virginia. 


The degrees were awarded as a part of King 
College’s observance of its Ninetieth Anniversary. 





TEXAS 


Kingsville — Miss Aline Brogdon of Bryan, 
Texas, has given the first full scholarship received 
by the Presbyterian Pan American School here. 


President Sherwood H. Reisner announced re- 
ceipt of the scholarship which will cover all fees 
and other costs for one student for an academic 


year. 
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GOOD REASONS 
for a CHURCH 
EXTENSION ANNUITY 


© SAFE ... as the safest 

® LIBERAL ... returns up to 7.4% 

® PERMANENT ... your income is 
fixed, sure, regular 


© TROUBLE-FREE no anxiety 
about fraud, theft, loss 


© COMPLETED GIFT .. 
with later legalities 


© TAX DEDUCTIBLE . 
from your income 


© WITNESS FOR CHRIST .. . after 
fulfilling annuity obligation. 


. not involved 


in part 


WRITE FOR FULL INFORMATION 


G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 


BOARD of CHURCH EXTENSION 


341-B Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., Dept. D-3 
Atlanta, Georgia 





“The Brogdon Scholarship’ was presented 
through the Women of the Church of Bryan. 


This international, coeducational school is train- 
ing Christian youth for leadership in many walks 
of life in the Americas. Students take a Bible 
course each year and in other ways prepare for 
effective service in their home churches. 


Enrollment is open to qualified students of the 
Americas and both the Hispanic and Anglo- 
American cultures are represented this year. 





Jesus Cause for Continued Praise 
By Geore S. Lauderdale 


Thanksgiving Day for 1957 is past, but let 
Christians keep on thanking and praising God 
for the Lord Jesus Christ. Noah and Moses 
marveled at God's saving strength, and Christ’s 
death on the cross in our stead is even more 
amazing: He has not merely saved us from 
drowning in water; He has redeemed us from 
the fires of everlasting hell. He perished that 
“whosoever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.” 


We thank God for the Bible; Jesus Christ 
and His salvation is the subject of this Book. 
Our Lord made a decision for which we through 
all eternity to come will thank Him. Although 
equal with God, He made himself of no repu- 
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tation, and took upon Him the form of a 
servant, “and was made in the likeness of men: 
and being found in fashion as a man, he hum- 
bled himself, and became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the cross.” Philippians 2:7,8. 


SAVIOR FROM DEATH 

We thank God for His Son because He has 
conquered death. Many times we stand by the 
graves of friends and families, and we face death 
also. How important then becomes the resur- 
rection of Christ. He said, “Because I live, ye 
shall live also.” John 14:19. We thank God 
for Christ also because He is now interceding 
with God for us, preparing an eternal home 
for us, and is coming again to receive us unto 
Himself. Through Jesus Christ our sins are 
forgiven; only because of Him God has “not 
dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us 
according to our iniquities.” Psalm 103:10. 

Christ is the wisdom of God. Every one who 
claims God’s promise to give wisdom in answer 
to prayer to those who lack it, is introduced 
to Jesus. All that is good in our culture is 
from Christ; true learning has ever accompanied 
the preaching of the gospel. Moreover, the best 
friends are those who love Christ; sinful com- 
panions are like those of the prodigal who were 
not near when he had to go into the fields to 
feed swine. Jesus Christ makes us helpful to 
others and to society. When He finds us, we 
are wasting our days searching for pleasures, 
neglecting the people whom we ought to be 
helping; through Christ we become the salt of 
the earth, the light of the world. 


CHRIST TRANSFORMS 

Not only are our sins laid to the account 
of Him Who loved us and gave Himself for us, 
but also His righteousness is reckoned as our 
own by God. Through Christ good things come 
true daily for believers. When we pray, “Give 
us this day our daily bread,” we are asking for 
the aid of Christ, the Bread of life. When we 
ask for guidance, the answer is given because 
He is the way, the truth, the life. 

Christians are assured of blessings in their 
families because our Lord took children up 
in His arms, put His hands upon them, and 
blessed them. His love is in Christian husbands 
so that they love their wives as Christ loved 
the church, giving Himself for it. Believers 
have no worries as to the final and complete 
success of the church, even in the face of dis- 
couragement, because Christ has promised that 
on the solid truth of His deity He will build 
His church and the gates of hell shall not pre- 
vail against it. Matthew 16:16. 
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INSPIRATION AND INTERPRETATION. John 
W. Walvoord. Eerdman’s. $4.50. 


The paramount problem of our age is the prob- 
lem of the full inspiration and complete authority 
of the Bible. The church that relinquishes the 
historical concept of the trustworthiness of the 
Bible has nothing of great consequence to offer 
hungry souls. It is because of this reason that 
this book under review is freighted with such 
tremendous significance. Our finest Protestant 
theologians have always recognized the central 
place of the Christian doctrine of inspiration and 
theological thought. They have been willing to 
expend their energies in the explication and defense 
of this doctrine. 


This work is a contribution of 10 contemporary 
theologians and produced under the auspices of 
the Evangelical Theological Society. Originally pub- 
lished for the benefit of the members of the 
Society, it was deemed helpful to offer these pa- 
pers in book form in the hope of casting new light 
on the basic problems of revelation and inspiration 
in relation to contemporary theology. 


J. Barton Payne discusses the Biblical interpre- 
tation of Irenaeus. Dr. Payne shows that Irenaeus, 
the successor of the apostles, equated the words of 
the Bible with the words of God and that this 
identification holds for the New Testament as 
well as the Old. Documentary evidence is presented 
to support this affirmation. The author’s deduc- 
tion from the study of Irenaeus is that when Christ 
and His apostles committed themselves to a view 
of inspiration equal to that of the most strict 
rabbis or, as Irenaeus puts it, when Christ accepted 
the words of Scripture as His own, the question 
of any lower form of inspiration ceased to be one 
which could legitimately be entertained. 


Irenaeus’ view of the Scripture was that of 
a true supernaturalism. The views of Augustine 
on inspiration are examined by David W. Kerr 
in Chapter 2. Here we see that with respect to 
the inspiration of the Bible Augustine declared 
that the canonical Scriptures are “‘the revered pen 
of thy Spirit.” Again Augustine wrote, “the Holy 
Spirit . . . with admirable wisdom and care for 
our welfare arranged the Holy Scriptures.” 
Augustine’s doctrine is that of verbal inspiration. 
The conclusion is beyond dispute. 


The well-known Lutheran scholar, Dr. J. Theo- 
dore Mueller, discusses “Luther and the Bible”. 
For Luther, the fact of verbal inspiration was 
a source of triumphant rejoicing. Dr. Mueller 
gives a number of quotations from Luther show- 
ing his high doctrine of inspiration of the Scrip- 
ture. He also quotes Reinhold Seeburg who af- 
firmed that to Luther the words of Scripture 
are the real words of God for the Holy Spirit 
has comprehended His wisdom and mystery in the 
word and revealed it in Scripture for which reason 
he (Luther) distinguishes the ‘manifest external 
Word’. Summarizing his study of Luther’s writ- 
ings, Seeburg wrote, “Scripture, therefore, is the 
very word of the Holy Spirit.”” Thus we see in this 
study that according to Luther the Bible is the 
inspired divine truth just because in it the Holy 
Ghost speaks through the prophets and apostles. 
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in Luther’s own words he affirmed, “No other 
doctrine should be proclaimed in the Church than 
the pure Word of God, that is, the Holy Scriptures.” 
Again with insight into the human heart, Luther 
wrote, “It is our unbelief and corrupt carnal mind 
which does not allow us to perceive and consider 
that God speaks to us in Scripture or that Scrip- 
ture is the Word of God.” 


“Calvin and the Holy Scriptures” is the subject 
of the paper by Kenneth S. Kantzer. Here Calvin 
is pictured as supremely the Doctor of Sacred 
Scripture. Dr. Kantzer’s study of Calvin’s 59 vol- 
umes also puts the Genevan Reformer in line with 
other ecumenical theologians in holding to the 
verbal inspiration of the Scriptures. Concerning 
the extent of inspiration, Calvin goes all the way 
and insists that it is the part of wisdom to embrace 
all of the Bible in gentle docility and without any 
exception because “‘the Scriptures are the school 
of the Holy Spirit in which nothing is omitted 
which it is necessary and useful to know and 
nothing is taught except what is of advantage to 
know.” 


The chapter on John Wesley by Dr. George A. 
Turner shows that Wesley believed in the full 
inspiration and inerrancy of the Bible. To Wesley, 
says the writer, the different books of the Bible 
were all equally inspired and hence, authoritative. 


The Mediating View of William Sandey is 
discussed by Dr. R. Laird Harris in Chapter 6. It 
is pointed out that Stanley did not believe in a 
verbally inspired text, though Sandey admitted 
that this view was held among the early fathers. 

The views of H. H. Rowley and the New Trend 
in Biblical Studies are evaluated by Dr. Merrill F. 
Unger in Chapter 7. While expressing gratitude 
for the recent tendency toward more conservative 
views, especially toward the Old Testament, this 
writer feels that this change for the better has not 
gone far enough to satisfy evangelical Christians. 


Dr. Paul King Jewett has a penetrating chapter 
on Emile Brunner’s Doctrine of Scripture. This 
is followed by another chapter on an appraisal of 
Reinhold Niebuhr’s view of Scripture by Dr. Ed- 
ward John Carnell. 


Dr. Carl F. H. Henry, editor of Christianity 
Today, closes this symposium on “Divine Revela- 
tion and the Bible’. Dr. Henry insists that the 
biggest obstacle to faith as the evangelical view 
measures the modern scene, is the hardness of 
men’s hearts in relation to the Word of God re- 
vealed and written. 


This reviewer considers this volume to be one 
of incomparable value for our day. It is of superla- 
tive worth, especially to young theological stu- 
dents who may be confused on this subject. Read 
carefully and thoughtfully, this volume is destined 
to clarify and strengthen the thinking of many on 
the ecumenical doctrine of Holy Scripture. 





PRESBYTERIAN LITURGIES. Charles W. Baird. 
Baker Book House. $3. 


This is a very excellent and timely reprint of 
a book entitled Eutaxia which appeared anony- 
mously in 1855 ‘“‘by a minister of the Presbyterian 
Church.” One year later it appeared in a London 
edition under the title: A Chapter on Liturgy, 
bearing the author’s full name and an introduc- 
tion by an English Congregationalist, the Rev. 
Thomas Binnie. 


The author traces the history and development 
of the various forms of Presbyterian and Reformed 
services of worship from the days of Calvin and 
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Knox to the revision of the Directory of Worship 
in 1787. The way we worship God is as old as 
the Bible, yet as timely as next Sunday’s church 
services. I know of no book on Presbyterian wor- 
ship that is so informative. 


As to the frequency of observing the Lord’s 
Supper, Calvin would have preferred “to partake 
of the Lord’s Supper every month; but when I 
found so few that allowed themselves to be con- 
vineed, it seemed better to spare the weakness 
of the people’s faith, than to strive obstinately 
against it. I took care, however, that it should 
be remarked in the public acts, that our custom 
was defective, so that those who come after may 
have more freedom and ease in correcting it.” 


There are wonderful passages describing the 
type and frequency of public worship services held 
in Calvin’s Geneva: “Prayers with sermons were 
said on every day of the week. On the Sabbath 
there were three services, one of which was for 
catechetical instruction.” On reading of these 
things one does not doubt the truthfulness of 
Knox’s eulogy when he called that Geneva: “the 
— perfect school of Christ that ever was on 
earth.” 


It is refreshing to read some of the questions 
put to those who would be admitted to Church 
membership in years past. And a part of the 
Invocation from the service for the Administration 
of Baptism (1787) is worthy of note: “Sanctify 
this child by Thy grace. May his original guilt 
be done away, through the blood of the Lamb 
that was slain. Wash this child in the laver of 
regeneration. Ingraft him into the Church, and 
make him an heir of glory. Join the inward bap- 
tism of the Spirit with the outward baptism of 
water. Graciously bless and sanctify this holy 
ordinance to the spiritual benefit of this child. 
Ratify in heaven what we now do on earth. Hear 
us, O our God! Accept and answer us, only for 
the sake of our Divine Redeemer. Amen.” 


An amazing interdenominational spirit is mani- 
fest in 1787 toward the “regular’’ Congregational 
Churches, the Associate, Low Dutch, and Germany 
Reformed Churches, the Lutheran and Episcopal 
Churches. “With any of the above denominations 
the people of the Presbyterian Church are recom- 
mended to worship where there is no regular 
service of their own.” 


But what was of most interest to me in the 
entire book was this excerpt from Calvin’s last 
Communion: 


‘“‘We have heard, brethren, in what manner our 
Lord celebrated the supper among his disciples; 
whence we see that strangers, who are not of 
the company of the faithful, may not approach 
it. Wherefore, in obedience to this rule, and in 
the name and by the authority of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, I excommunicate all idolaters, blasphemers, 
despisers of God, heretics, and all who form sects 
apart, to break the unity of the Church; all per- 
jurers, all who are rebellious against fathers and 
mothers, and other superiors, all who are seditious, 
contentious, quarrelsome, injurious, adulterers, 
fornicators, thieves, misers, ravishers, drunkards, 
gluttons, and all others who lead scandalous lives; 
warning them that they abstain from this Table, 
lest they pollute and contaminate the sacred food 
which our Lord Jesus Christ giveth only to his 
faithful servants. 


“Therefore, according to the exhortation of St. 
Paul, let each of you examine and prove his own 
conscience, to know whether he have true re- 
pentance of his sins, and sorrow for them; de- 
siring henceforth to lead a holy and godly life; 
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above all, whether “he putteth his whole trust in 
God’s mercy, and seeketh his whole salvation in 
Jesus Christ; and renouncing all enmity and malice, 
doth truly and honestly purpose to live in har- 
mony and brotherly love with his neighbor.” 


“And notwithstanding that we feel many in- 
firmities and miseries in ourselves, as namely, 
that we have not perfect faith, and that we have 
not given ourselves to serve God with such zeal 
as we are bound to do, but have daily to battle 
with the lusts of the flesh; yet, since the Lord 
hath graciously been pleased to print his Gospel 
upon our hearts, in order that we may withstand 
all unbelief; and hath given us this earnest desire 
to renounce our own thoughts and follow his right- 
eousness and his holy commandments: therefore 
we rest assured that our remaining sins and im- 
perfections do not prevent us from being received 
of God and made worthy partakers of this spiritual 
food. For we come not to this Supper to testify 
hereby that we are perfect and righteous in our- 
selves; but on the contrary, seeking our life in 
Jesus Christ, we acknowledge that we lie in the 
midst of death. Let us then look upon this sacra- 
ment as a medicine for those who are spiritually 
sick; and consider that all the worthiness our 
Lord requireth of us, is that we truly know our- 
selves, be sorry for our sins, and find our pleasure, 
joy, and satisfaction in him alone.” 


“And now, to this end, lift up your minds and 
hearts on high, where Jesus Christ abideth in 
the glory of his Father, whence we expect his 
coming at our redemption. Dwell not upon these 
earthly and corruptible elements, which we see 
present to our eyes, and feel with our hands, to 
seek him in them, as if he were inclosed in the 
Bread or in the Wine. For then only shall our 
souls be disposed to receive food and life from his 
substance, when they shall thus be lifted up above 
worldly things, even into heaven, and enter into 
the kingdom of God, where he dwelleth. Let us 
be satisfied to have this Bread and this Wine 
for witnesses and signs; seeking spiritually the 
truth where God’s word hath promised that we 
shall find it.” 


Apart from the fact that the details of the 
service, calling for the people to approach “The 
Table,” ete., are far more suggestive of the Epis- 
copal Communion service than Presbyterian usage 
today, one cannot help but feel that in the cele- 
bration of the Lord’s Supper, and in many other 
matters pertaining to public worship, the older 
usages had some very valuable word, phrases, ex- 
planations, prayers, and observances which we have 
lost, and not to our profit or to the glory of Christ 
in His Church. 


—D.W.B. 





JESUS OF NAZARETH. Joy Harrington. 
Doubleday & Company. $3.50. 


This volume is a simple story told as a consecu- 
tive narrative. It has all the key incidents of 
the New Testament and the author has borrowed 
from the parables any material which seemed to 
reveal the unrecorded periods of Jesus’ life. An- 
other feature of this volume is the many photo- 
graphs taken in Israel and Jordan of an actor 
posing as Jesus and of local villagers posing as 
Jesus’ contemporaries. These pictures were made 
through the very 20th-century television facilities 
of BBC. Thus, perhaps for the first time, readers 
can know that the Sea of Galilee is not only a 
name but a place of water, boats and fishing nets, 
that the rocks on which Christ walked were sharp 
and that the people who surrounded Jesus had 
faces. Some scenes in His life are inadequate. 
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This is notably true of His Temptations in the 
Wilderness where insufficient prominence is given 
to Satan. By and large, however, this is a sug- 
gestive volume. 





JOHN 3:16. R. L. Moyer. Zondervan. $2.00. 

This volume contains 10 messages on various 
portions of John 3:16. These sermons are charac- 
terized by winsomeness and sound Scriptural teach- 
ing. They are calculated to awaken the unsaved 
and give assurance to the anxious. This volume 
gives us some idea of the inexhaustibility of this 
favorite passage of Scripture. 





THE EXISTENTIALIST AND GOD. Arthur C. 
Cochrane. Westminster Press. $3.00. 


The author holds that the central and basic 
problem for theology today is that of distinguishing 
between the various concepts being held by ex- 
istentialists inside and outside the church and the 
Christian doctrine of the being of God revealed 
in Jesus Christ. According to Dr. Cochrane “all 
the crucial issues for theology go back to the 
fundamental question of the ultimate reality in 


, relation to which man’s life is lived.” These writ- 


ings on the thought of Kierkegaard, Jaspers, 
Heidegger, Sartre, Tillich, Gilson, and Barth are 
intended as a contribution toward a clarification 
of the widespread confusion of theology with 
existential philosophy. The appeal of this volume 
will be limited largely to teachers and students of 
theology and philosophy. 





RELIGION IN ACTION. Jerome Davis. Philos 
-ophical Library. $4.75. 


In this book the author shows clearly that we 
are confronted with a world crisis. The author 
calls for the practice of a vital faith to solve our 
problems. The book pictures major issues of social, 
economic, international life in America and the 
world today. The author is a liberal and the book 
will appeal primarily to liberal ministers and 
laymen. 














